Why Kalamazoo Needs a Dog Park





Why does Kalamazoo need a dog park?





Dogs are such an important part of many people's lives today. Being social creatures, dogs like to interact both with the humans they live with and with other dogs. A dog park is about more than individuals…it is about community. The local ordinances and leash laws limit dog activities in the parks and responsible dog owners need access to public open spaces in an urban setting as a place to spend quality time with their pets. A dog park is designed as a fenced area where dogs can exercise and socialize without having to remain on leash. Currently the City of Kalamazoo doesn't have an area where owners can legally run their dogs off-leash.


 


Overview





The creation of an urban dog park was listed as a priority in the City's 5-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Within the last decade, dog parks have emerged as a leading way for municipalities to reach out and add quality-of-life value to dogs and their owners. Nationwide, the creation of dog parks grew from 20 in 1989 to 623 in 2004. Dog owners make up 28% of the American population. In order to encourage living in an urban environment, many communities are creating off-leash areas for their residents and pets. The joint Economic Development Committee of Congress reported that a City’s quality of life is more important than purely business factors when it comes to attracting new business (Benefits of Recreation Research Update, Parks p.3, 1994). People from all soci-economic backgrounds have dogs. Through participation in parks, we provide the opportunity for social interaction, promote sensitivity to cultural diversity, eliminate loneliness, create memories and provide space to have fun, relax and enjoy life.  The healthiest urban designs are ones that provide services including quality parks, accessibility and connectivity (social capital).





In 2004, the City began working with a group of volunteers to assist in the development of a dog park within our community. A Dog Park Steering Committee composed of volunteers from the Kalamazoo Humane Society, Fairmont Neighborhood Association, McKercher Program or MRC, City and non-City residents, and Parks and Recreation staff was formed. MRC is interested in the dog park to assist in meeting MRC mission by integrating and providing employment for people with disabilities in the day-to-day operations of the dog park.





The long-range plan includes:





Developing a user-fee structure to generate income, and


Offering an agility course and a do-it-your-self shampoo facility.





This is a great addition as the Committee seeks non�traditional creative partnerships for fund raising and employment opportunities.





The Committee was charged with the task of identifying possible sites for a dog park. The process included:





Developing a vision for a dog off-leash area in our community


Identifying criteria for evaluating potential park sites


Gathering information and visiting other dog parks within the state


Discussing budget development for construction and potential sources of funding 


Interacting with the appropriate neighborhood organizations


Site Criteria





The Dog Park Committee set the following criteria for site selection: 





Accessibility,


Mature trees available for shade,


Adequate space available for fencing,


Utilities in place,


Parking, and


The capability for expansion (agility course and other possible amenities).





Summary of Possible Dog Park Locations





The Committee visited four City parks that had been suggested in the Master Plan as potential sites:  Sherwood, Southside, Emerald and Fairmount Parks. The committee members visited and evaluated each park on the basis of the above criteria. After careful study the committee selected Fairmount Park.





Fairmount Park is a 12-acre park located on Prairie Avenue between Alamo Avenue and Blakeslee Street at the site of the old Kalamazoo County Fairmont Hospital that was torn down in 1973. The site was acquired by the City of Kalamazoo in 1980 and was converted and renamed Fairmount Park.





On June 7, 2005, several members of the committee attended the Fairmont Neighborhood meeting to review their recommendation. The Fairmont Neighborhood Association supported the selection.





Funding  





The committee will be exploring potential grants available for three components of the Dog Park: 





Developing a Master Plan,


Developing a capital fund to support the construction, and


Creating an endowment for the ongoing operation and maintenance. 








Master Plan Funding- $20,000 





A Landscape Architect will be hired to create a Master Plan for the Dog Park. Some of the general objectives include:   





Meet and work closely with the Dog Park Committee to define and confirm the objectives, layout and appearance of the dog park and the surrounding area.


Conduct public input meetings to gather input on the park design from the community.


Develop a comprehensive Master Plan, which addresses several elements. 





At a minimum the Master Plan should consider the following:





Phase I amenities required:





Fencing


Drinking fountains for dogs and their owners


Benches 


Grading and clearing


Parking lot and driveway improvements 


ADA connecting paths


Investigate and plan the best costs for a dog run surface that minimizes maintenance costs


Poop Stations


Off-leash rule signs


Construction of an park entrance booth





Phase II amenities to include:


 


Restroom with multipurpose room for seminars and other dog amenities


Dog Park pet playground equipment systems (exercise and agility course for dogs) 





4. Cost Estimate





Develop cost estimates for all proposed improvements


Develop an outline for maintenance on a ten-year cycle for the improvements





5. Miscellaneous Issues





Identify safety and security concerns related to the creation of the off-leash areas and incorporate into the master planning.





Capital Campaign -$400,000 





The capital campaign will be the fund raising component for the construction of the Dog Park. The completed Master Plan will include detailed cost estimates and an outline for cost of maintenance on a ten-year cycle for the dog park. Until the Master Plan is completed, these are estimates only.





Phase I Construction – approximately $200,000 includes parking lot improvements, fencing, dog and owner drinking foundations, landscaping and benches





Phase II Construction -  $200,000 includes construction of a restroom with shampoo area and meeting space, and Dog Agility Course  














Endowment 





The establishment of an endowment will allow for long-term funding to support the operation and maintenance of the Dog Park. The Dog Park Committee will seek funds, through donations, gifts, fund-raising events and will utilize the interest income from the endowment to assist in the cost associated with the long-term operation and maintenance of the Dog Park. The operation and maintenance of the Dog Park will include a combination of MRC employees, City employees, and volunteers. 








Next Steps





Work with the Kalamazoo Community Foundation to assist in identifying funds for a Master Plan and create the capital and endowment funds.


Develop a dog park brochure. 


Work on a fund raising strategy.
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